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The Ladies Dictionary being publifht yefterday, 
we think we can’t better Oblige the World at 
this time, than give the Fair Sex fome {mail 
Account of it, which we find ready done to our 
Hands by way of Extratt in the Compleat Li- 
brary for February, 1694. which without 
any Alteration ts Verbatim, as follows : 


Onfidering the great ufe of fuch a Book, it-isa 
wonder to me that no body has attempted it be- 
tore now. All the Di@tionaries we now have, 

are for things of particular ufe, and fome for matters 
of no great importance ; bue the Defign of this is Mni- 
verfal, and concerns no lefs than the whole Sex. Of 
Men, ia fome regard, but of Women, fo perfectly and 
nearly, that I cannot fee how they can be without it, 
in all their concerns of Bufine/s, Life, Houfes and Con- 
yer(ation. It is a good Hiftory of Women, and con- 
tains a greit deal of excellentLearning upon that Subject, 
unknown not only co Women, but to the greater part of 
Men, and many other parts of ufeful Learning, which 
are fic co exercife the beft Capacities ; and befides it is 
written it 4fraart, plealant and witty Stile, and with fo 
flowing an Eloquence, that you would always believe the 
Author capable of jaying much more upon 4 Subject than be do's. 
But tor Women, ‘ris a Decret Dracle to comfult upon all 
the incidents of Affairs, even from Childhied toOld Age, 
from the Court to the Cottage, from Palaces to Country 
Houfes, tromthe Lady at her Toilet, to the Cook-maid in 
the Kiicbin. For here is not only an Explication of that 
endlels Fargon of Names, whether French, Arabick or Hea- 
then, that compote that Learned Syftem of the Astire, 
and Drejing-Box; but allo che Aftairs of Cookery, Difbes, 
Carving, Behaviour at the Table, and abundaace of other 
things ofthe like Nature; you will find alfo many extra- 
ordinary Secrets communicated to the Author from Pri- 
vate Hands. The Arguments pro and con, in all the Dit- 
putes concerning the.Fair Sex are truly ftated, and abun- 
dance of Cates clearly and fully folv'd, that have hither- 
to tormented the Eair Sex. You will here fee as ina 
Mirror, the lively Edea’s of al] Laudable Qualities what- 
foever, iuitable to either Sex, of all callings and conditi- 
ons. Here you may oblerve the profoundeft Learning and 
Divine Contemplation in the Prophecies of the Sybills, 
&c. Here ace ereéted the Trophies of Female Fortitude 
and Valour, in feveral Inftances. Here Queens may 
learn th: Arts of Splendour and Magnificence, io vari- 
ous and eminent Examples. Wives here may read how to 
demezn themlelves coward thelr Husbands in al] Conju- 
gal affection: Daughters may here be taught Examples of 
Obedtence and Chafliiy, and Matrons may here find chat de. 
tent Derortment which becomes their Gravity, aud Widows 
that Continy which befits shzir Solitude. Here is alfoto 
be found the true Interpretation and Etymology of Womens 
Names, with fo plain a Derivation of each Name, whe- 
ther Hebrew, Chaldea, Syriack, Greek, or Latin, &c. 
thar every ordinary Capacity may underftand them. 

‘Tis true, that fometimes he doth expofe, and lay open 
the Frailties of che Sex: But however, this could not 
be avoided, if he would be impartial ; for all the World 
knows, thac fome of the Sex have Faults; and to be al- 
together filent, would make his Book nothing but a 
Piece! of Flattery, written rather co fawn and pleafe than 
to be of any good Defiga or Ufe ; would make it like a 
falfe Gi2/s, and not a true Mirrour, which reprefents 
right and juft Images tothe World. And after all, i 
doth not hure the good and virtuous, but rather brigh- 
tens and adds a further luftre to them, for Contraria jux- 
a fepolisa magis Elucefcunt. And we fhould not know 


Virtue at all, but for the Oppofition of Vice, nor the 
Beauty, Excellency and Advantage of the one, but by 
the Deformity, Mifchief and Injury of the other. 

As for the Author of the Book, I know him not, bur 
whoever he is, he feemsto be cut out On purpofe fr 
{uch a Bufinejs, for one may find him. quite through che 
Book to be a Man of great Experience in Female Affairs, 
and very well versd in che deep, hidden and profound 
My fteries of Love Iatreagues, Amours, é’c. And he hath 
done it with fo much Wit, with fo {mart and feeling an 
Air, whether he Commends the Sex, tells 4 Story, or re- 
proves 4 Vice, as fhews him to have Commenc'd ag. of 
Arts that way. So that for a tafte, I think it is very 
convenient to give fome Inttances out of the Book it felf. 

In the words of the Aather, concerning LOVE, in 
p. 449. he has the following Expreflions, vig. “ He is a 
“reproach to his Parents, who fhuns the Entertaio- 
ments of Hymen, and the Blifsful Amours of the 
“€ Fair Sex, without which he himfel!f had not gain'd fo 
“ much as the leaft of aCypher in the Numeration of 
“ Mankind, though he now makes a Figuie too much in 
“ Natures Arithmetick, fince he would puta flop to the 
** Rule of Multiplication. He is worfe than Numa Pom- 
“* pilius, who appointed bue a fet Number of Virgins, 
“and thofe were free to Marry, after they had guarded 
“¢ che facred Fires the term of four Years.For my part(adds 
‘€ our Author ) I fhould efteem the World but a Defart, 
“‘ were it not for the fociety of the Fair Sex, and the 
“ tnoft polith’d part of mamkind would appear bue 
“ Hermits in Mafquerade, or a kind of Civilit’d Satyrs 5, 
“* fo imperfect and unaccomplifb'd is our Virility wiehous 
“the reunion of our loft rib, chat fubftantial and inte- 
“ gral part of our felves. Thofe who are dil-joynted 
‘¢ from Women, feem to inherit Adam’s Dreams, out of 
“‘ which nothing can awake them, but the Embraces of 
“ their own Living Image. They are always in Slumbers 
“6 and Trances, ever feperated from themfelves in a wild 
** purfuit of an intolerable Lofs : nor can any thing fix 
“their Volatile Defires, but the powerful Magneti{m 
“© of fome Charming Daughter of Fue. They are the 
“ Guardians of cur Infancy, rhe Life and Sou! of our 
“ Youth, the Companions of our Riper Years, and 
“ the Cherifhers ot our Old Age. Fiom the Cradle to 
“the Tomb, we are wraptin a Circle of Obligations to 
“chem, for their Love and Good Offices. And he is a 
“ Monfter in Nature, whe returns them not the Carefles 
“ of an Innocent offeHion. Loveis the Soul of the World, 
“ che Vital Prop of the Elements ; ’tis the Cement of Hu- 
“ mane Society, and the ftronge/t Fence of Nature. Earth 
‘© would bean Hell without it; neither can there be a- 
“ ny Heaven where this isabfent. And a Jistle after, ( he 
“ adds ) It is difingenuous to rob Vertue of the Advan- 
“ tages it receives from Beauty, which makes ic appear 
“like Diamonds inchac’d in Gold, and gives it a greater 
“Luftre. Reafon it elf willappear more Eloquent in the 
“ mouth of 4 Fair Maid, than in that of the moft florid 
‘© rascur. Ad there are no Figures in all che Syfteme 
“ Rhetorick, fo moving, and forcible, as the Peculiar Gra- 
“ces of that Sex. Iam of Opinion, That Men caa boaft 
“ of no Endowments of the mind, which Women poffe(s notin 
“as great, if not agreater Eminency. There hath been 
“ Mufesas well as Amagons; and no Age, nor Nation, but 
“ has produc'd fome Females, Kenown'd for their Wifdom or 
‘© Vertue ; Which makes me conclude, that the Conver- 
“ (sien of Women is no leis uletul than pleafant; aod 
“that the Dangers which attend their Friendthips, or 
“© Commerce, are out-ballanc’d by vaft Advantages. 

In the word Foreign Pzoject to provide Maids with 
Husbands, in pag. 336. “‘ I: may juftly aftonith us Sci 
“our Author ) to coniider how Induftrious and Care- 
*€ ful {9 wife and great a State as that of Ashens was, 
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